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Capt. Bobby Brown —
Professional Captain

When Mold Craft names a lure after
you, you know you're doing something
right. Capt. Bobby Brown worked his
way to the top of the big-game fishing
scene through the grind of charter-boat
fishing, eventually running private
boats for some of the sport’s top anglers.

Born and raised in Hawaii, Brown
caught his first blue marlin at age 12. In
1967, he began running a charter boat
in Kona. “It was a single-screw, wood-
en displacement hull,” Brown says. “A
great sea boat, but if you could get it
coing 8 knots, you were pretty happy.”

Brown put in many long days to get
his business going, working 120 days
straight if he could get the charters.
That meant doing boat maintenance
and oil changes at night. Long nights
and long days on the water quickly turn
into a grind. “I learned a lot about keep-
ing engines running,” he says. “If the
boat went down, that meant you need-
ed to cut a check for repairs, and you
lost income every day it sat at the dock.
Us guys on private boats these days, if
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we get oil on our hands, we're having a
bad day.”

In 1973, Brown’s reputation as one
of Kona’s best continued to grow when
he started running the No Problem, a 37
Merritt. Brown and his clientele set
numerous light-tackle records in
Hawaii, but the captain wanted to
spread his wings a bit. “In Hawaii, you
don’t have the privilege to follow the
fish throughout a season. You're stuck
on a rock 2,000 miles from everywhere.
[ wanted to branch out and see the rest
of the world.”

In the 1980s, he went to Texas and
fished the Gulf Coast circuit, as well as
St. Thomas, Venezuela and Mexico.
“In 1980, we spent the season in
Cozumel, but in between we caught
some huge tuna in Bimini and Cat Cay.
That trip really opened my eyes to this
part of the world,” he says. “I learned a
lot of new techniques that we applied
to Hawaii.”

Brown’s career is filled with high
points. In 1985, he embarked on a huge
journey when he was hired to pick up a
54 Bertram in Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
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and run it back to Hawaii on its own
bottom. “In November, 1986, we left
Fort Lauderdale, and we arrived in
Hawaii in April, 1987. Along the way
we fished Panama, Costa Rica, Cabo
and more.”

In the 1990s, Brown spent a lot of
time in Central America. He helped
outfit the 65 Merritt, the Missguided, for
long trips to remote ports. “l really
enjoyed the process of building that
boat,” he says. He convinced the own-
ers to install redundant systems to make
the boat completely self-sustaining.
“When we left in 1990 to go down to
Costa Rica, there were no big marinas
down there. We were on the generator
from the minute we left until the
minute we got back. It was great fishing
back then. You could do whatever you
wanted — just go explore.”

After many vears as a charter cap-
tain, Brown now works on a privately
owned boat. He ran the Fonda Fishing
for Wayne Huizenga for tive years,
helping Fonda Huizenga set several
blue marlin records. He now runs the
Cutnail, a 58-foot Merritt owned by
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‘ Terry Stiles. For Brown, the relation-

ships he has built with the boat owners
and the travel experiences keep him
o0ing, even at 60 years old.

“The beauty of running a private
boat is you get to go to these places and
experience great fishing at different
times of the year,” he says. “A lot of
charter captains get stuck fishing the
same area day after day.”

He admits that it’s not always rosy.
“I'm on my third marriage, if that tells
you anything,” he says.

Bill Boyce —
Photographer/TV Host

Mix one part underwater photogra-
pher, one part conservationist and one
part television host with plenty of
unbridled enthusiasm for all things that
swim, and you end up with Bill Boyce.

“Now, at 50 years old, I can honest-
ly say I have fished all my life,” Boyce
says. An early introduction to fishing
sparked a fascination with marine life.
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BILL BOYCE

He became a certified diver in 1974 and
went on to graduate with a degree in
fisheries from Humboldt State Univer-
sity. He started as a biologist, but when
he jumped on a tuna seiner as an
observer, his pursuit of underwater
photography began to take form.

“] had some amazing underwater
adventures, pulling dolphins out of tuna
nets thousands of miles offshore, with
30 to 80 tons of 100- to 300-pound
yellowfin tuna swirling around me,”
Boyce says. “I knew the only way | was
ever going to be able to relate these
experiences was through film. An old
boss of mine, Glenn Contreras in
Ketchikan, Alaska, knew I wrapped
custom fishing rods as a side business,
and he asked me to trade him a custom
rod for a Nikonos 111 he had bought and
never used. I did the trade, took the
camera to sea and was able to finally put
photos to my stories. | never thought of
selling the photos or marketing them in
any way. That aspect of the photogra-
phy came years later.”

After seven years at sea traveling all
corners of the Pacific on purse seiners,
Boyce decided to pursue a career as a
photojournalist in 1994. “I met Guy
Harvey at the Hawaiian [nternational
Rillfish Tournament in Kona. We
became instant friends. His interest in
underwater photography drew him to
my works, and he invited me to show
my images at the Miami Boat Show
back in 1996,” he says. Their friendship
remains today, and the pair have gone
on amazing filming expeditions to
Spain, Cape Verde, Venezuela, Mexi-
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co, Panama, Australia, Grand Cayman,
Belize, the Canary Islands, Alaska,
Azores, Catalina Island and Guade-
loupe Island, to name but a few.

Magazine editors took notice and
immediately inquired about publishing
Boyce'’s photos. His photographs have
now appeared in all the major salt-
water fishing magazines, with many
shots making it onto the cover. His
underwater work also led to a chance
meeting with Michael Fowlkes, pro-
ducer of the TV show Inside Sport Fish-
ing. Boyce became an underwater
videographer, but his wacky sense of
humor and over-the-top energy level
eventually landed him in front of the
lens.

Boyce didn’t feel intimidated in
front of the camera and says he would
joke around with fellow cameraman
Rick Westphal about hosting his own
show. It finally happened when Sue
Vermillion hired Westphal to shoot her
Outdoor Channel production, World
Class Sport Fishing Show, and signed on
Boyce as the host. “] never pursued the
opportunity to host a show. knew I
could pull it off, but left it in the hands
of fate,” Boyce says. “We did a ton of
areat travel trips with that show, and
Rick did nothing less than prove to me
that he is the best in the business.”
Boyce spent two years hosting World
Class Sport Fishing and now produces
IGFA Angler's Digest, a new series up
for consideration.

So what is better, catching a trophy
fish on rod and reel or catching it on
film? “I love to fish, and the biggest
decision I have to make in my life hap-
pens every time a big billfish comes to
the short teaser. Do I pick up my cam-
era, or do I pitch a bait? At this point,
[ always get a bigger thrill catching it
__on film! I am an addicted photogra-
pher, and to make an instant memory
on a piece of chrome film makes my life
worth living.”

Of course, every job comes with a
few disadvantages. “The biggest draw-
back is the time [ spent away from fam-

ily and friends. I also find it difficult to
find a great woman who understands
the life I lead. It would be a dream to
find a gal who would enhance my life
and not inhibit it,” he says.

Boyce doesn’t plan on slowing down
any time soon. “I have been lucky
enough to make a comfortable living
doing all the hobbies I love best,” he
says. “How do you retire from a life of
hobby employment?”
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