200 BEST SMALL COMPANIES'

www.forbes.com

OCTOBER 30,2000

are aiways
prowling for
-acquisitions.

Lessons
from the




g
_ ?@ﬁ —_—
BY JESSICA MAXWELL
T THE FAR END OF EVERY
angler’s mind dwells a
1,000-pound blue marlin. It
is not plastic. It is the real,
living, leaping thing: javelin-faced,
thick as an oak, bluer than the sea it
came from.

‘lie a §2 million purse to that noble
nose and you have an angler’s instant
addiction. That’s the annual Bisbee's
Black & Blue, held at the southern tip of
Mexico’s Baja Peninsula, The tourna-
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Erren O’Leary won.ih_

Bishee marlin trophy and

Yankee outfielder Bernie

Williams helped win the
World Series. Guess who
made more money?

E\rery year the Blsbee
(inset) lures anglers fo
- theanarlin-rich waters

ment has been luring fishermen with
big dreams from all over the world ever
since big-game fisherman Robert Bisbee
started the thing 20 years ago. In 1982
only six boats showed up for a derisory
purse. Now iU's but one in the Bisbee
farnily’s famed World Billfish Series that
draws more than 7,500 anglers from 15
countries who compete in 23 tourna-
ments for a combined purse of more
than $8 million, provided by sponsors
that include Coca-Cola, Yamaha, Citgo,
BMW, Rolex and Heineken.
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When the starting gun sounds on
opening day, Oct. 24, boats will ex-
plode out of the outer harbor of Cabo
San Lucas like the D-day armada.
Many continue south to fish the Sea of
Cortez, some head straight out to the
Pacific. Each team has paid $5,000 for
a chance at the prize money from what
has become the richest sportfishing
event on Farth. Last year the Bisbee
family paid out $2.3 million in cash
prizes; in 1998 it paid $1.6 million.
That vear Colorado angler Erren
(YLeary and his team earned $535,380
for a single 732-pound blue marlin.
“Not bad, considering that each player
on the Yankees received just over

‘“ﬁ $300,000 for wmnmg the World Se-

ries,” notes Wayne Bis-
bee, Bob’s son.

I had the good for-
tune to fish the Bisbee in
1997 aboard Treasure
Chest, a 70-foot, $3.5 mil-
lion Bertram yacht
owned Dby computer
mogul Finis Conner, who
had just sold Conner Pe-
ripherals to Seagate Tech-
nology. All T knew was

that Finis was a serious big-game fisher-

man, as revealed by his boat, his gear
{four stout marlin rods, three 80-pound
class recls and one 50) and his choice of
captains—in this case, Wayne’s brother
Bobby Bisbee.

Not to mention his “hired gun,”
marlin parlance for the guy who does
for a fishing boat what Sacagawea did
for Lewis and Clark. The great ones
have a sixth sense that comes only
after spending the better part of a life-
time looking for these big but wily
fish. They know the signs: birds, water
color, thermoclines, even traces of fish
scent in the air. Finis” hired gun was a
serious young man known as Cujo, a
reference to a Saint Bernard that went
ballistic in a Stephen King novel. (It's
said he earned his name in a particu-
larly nasty bar brawl, defending the
honor of his boss’ wife.)

Conner had him flown in from
Florida. A handsome, somber fellow,
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